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PRESIDENT'S REPORT:
drop in to the workshop for a cuppa one day soon, as
his recovery continues.

This being the first edition of our newsletter for 2017,
I extend a very happy new year to all members on behalf of the committee. We have had a busy start to the
year in the workshop replenishing stock items and
working on a number of projects as well as participation in a number of SIG's.

A full program of machinery demonstrations has been
prepared with the first session being held last week.
These demonstrations will be held on the second and
fourth Wednesdays of each month and will continue
throughout the year.

Congratulations go to all those who entered their work
in the Eurobodalla show. The standard of work was
very high and there were many prize winners from the
guild. Special mention goes to Helmut Delrieux who
took home the champion exhibit ribbon awarded to his
magnificent plane. The show sales were up on previous years so it was an all round successful event.

I hope that the year ahead will see all members acquiring new skills and techniques, with the support and
assistance of other members, so that they continue to
be amazed by their once unknown capabilities.
Above all, enjoy your woodworking

Paul Freestone has begun re-organising the timber
storages and will continue this process during the coming months. As well as establishing new arrangements
for the storage of slabbed timber Paul is rationalising
the smaller sections located behind the workshop. As
part of this process, unwanted pieces will be offered to
members, for removal to their own workshop, on a
progressive basis. All future donations of timber are to
be placed in the designated area of the carpark for sorting.

Pete McDowell.

Dates for Your Diary
Wed 1st March 2017 Committee Meeting Mogo
Sat 4th March 2017
Monthly Meeting Mogo

Special interest groups have been conducted in turning, pen making and dovetailing with the Gifkin jig
since our Christmas break and we are preparing to resume slabbing next month. Since the break we have
received an order for 11 possum boxes from WIRES
and further commissions from the GRC which will
involve re-sawing a substantial quantity of black butt
from our reserves and also we are hopeful of receiving
materials for the Masonic Lodge doors very soon.
There also remains a need to replenish sales stocks
ready for the next round of sales beginning in early
April.

Workshop Days Each Mon & Wed
Mogo
Workshop Toy Days 1st & 3rd Wed
Mogo
Workshop Demonstrations 2nd & 4th Wed Mogo
Proposed Sales Days 2017:
Sat 15th April 2017 South Durras Hall
Sat 22nd April 2017 Village Centre
Sat 10th & Sun 11th June 2017 Tilba Wood Show
Sat 30th September 2017 Village Centre
Mid October 2017
Historical Society
4th November 2017 Hospital Handmade Markets
Sat 25th November 2017 Village Centre

Our resident box making guru, Art Keeler, spent much
of January in the repat facility at the Moruya hospital
after contracting a virus that rendered him immobile
for a time. Thankfully he has recovered sufficiently to
have returned home and hopefully he will be able to

NOTE: Members seeking further information contact
Secretary Bob Kolderie 0421 981 575
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2017 Eurobodalla District Show
Saturday 21st January 2016 and Sunday 22nd January 2016
RESULTS of the WOODWORK & METALWORK COMPETITION
< Section N1.01 Wood Turning
Pete McDowell took out 1st prize for his Hollow
Vessel made from a combination of Norfolk and
Huon Pine and 2nd prize for his Lidded Vessel
made from Wilga (Native Willow) and Qld Black
Bean.

Section N1.04 Wooden Box Making >
Peter Brotherton won 1st prize in this section for
his Jewellery Box made from a combination of
Rengassia, PNG Rosewood, Vic Ash, Jarrah and
Huon Pine. Peter also won the shows “Stewards
Choice Award” for sections N1.01 to N4.21.

< Section N1.05 Wood Carving.
Peter McDowell was again successful in taking out
the 1st & 2nd prizes for this section. Peter carved
the Crocodile from a piece of Coolabah Burl and
the Abstract Art piece from Huon Pine.

Helmut Delrieux won the shows “Champion Exhibit”
award for classes N1.01 to N1.10 with his heavy duty
Block Plane totally from wood. He got the idea from a
magazine article and decided to have a go himself. The
plane is built from a centre of Turpentine while the outer
edges are Iron Bark, the grip handle and support knob are
also Iron Bark. The handle and knob are held in position
by concealed wooden wedges in the body of the plane. All holes are plugged using Gidgee, the leading and
knife edges of the plane are also Gidgee. Helmut finished the plane with his famous 3 part mix of Polyurethane/Danish Oil/ Thinners mix. Helmut found this project a real challenge to reproduce as well as maintain
the critical 58 degree angle of the cutting blade.
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< Section N1.10 Restoration of Furniture.
Helmut Delierux received 1st prize in this section for the
complete restoration of an Antique Sewing Machine.
Trevor Fletcher received 2nd prize in the same section for his
restoration of an Oak Table.

< Section N2.12 Solid Wood Furniture.
Paul Freestone won the 1st prize with his Free Standing Hall
Table and below Barry Fenning won second prize in this
section with his Huon Pine Table made from Huon Pine.

< Section N2.15 Functional Items
Paul Freestone won second prize with his beautifully
made Cheese Platter.

SPECIAL STEWARDS AWARDS

Champion Exhibit.
Helmut Delrieux
Most Successful Exhibitor. Pete McDowell
Highly Commended Award. Des Jeffrey
Des Jeffrey restored Rocking Horse. >
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Sales and Exhibit Table displaying the club’s huge variety
of woodcraft for all to see. This was one of the best years
for the amount of craft sales and visitor numbers attending
the show.

Peter Brotherton stood tirelessly for the two days turning
out spinning tops, this has always been one of the popular
“top” sellers at the show.

The Eurobodalla Weavers and Spinners Group
is always in attendance at the Moruya show demonstrating
the age old Spinning technique to the current generation.
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Or..bits that are happening in the Workshop
Machine Demonstrations:
The workshop machine demonstration program 2017 is under way with demonstrations happening on the 2nd
& 4th Workshop Wednesday of each month. This year the informative demonstrations will be expanded to include First Aid, OH&S around the workshop and Fire Awareness.
If any member feels they need personal instruction on the operation of a particular machine for their own benefit and safety then you should approach the club’s OH&S Officer JJ McGrath who will arrange the appropriate
training and instruction for you.
Sales Stock:
The 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month are still designated for making toy projects for the club sales days.
Following good sales, there is now a shortage of sales stock – e.g. tops. The committee would appreciate having volunteers to make more sales items. If you can help, please see Val Byrne for a project. Val will have a list
of things that need to be made. Pete McDowell pointed to a spoon kitchen tidy, and sought volunteers to make
more of them.
Members Please Note: Member s ar e r equir ed to par k your car s in the GRC car par k and access the
workshop by foot via the timber gate on the left as you enter the GRC. No vehicles ar e to be dr iven and
parked outside the workshop unless you are dropping off equipment or picking up equipment, then proceed
back to the car parking area. The only exception to this are the few members who cannot walk the distance and
need to be dropped off or park their car at the workshop.
Dust Extractors:
Members are asked to periodically check the dust extractors during normal workshop use and if nearing FULL
to inform a committee members who will organise emptying the dust extractor.
Borrowing Tools:
Club members are able to borrow hand tools to take home and use in their own workshops to help finish that
special project. Borrowed Tools must be approved by a committee member and signed out on the day taken and
signed in upon return. Tools can only be borrowed for a week maximum and must be returned on the next
workshop Wednesday for normal club use. They can be borrowed again if needed.

Lesley McIntosh, Christine Birks and Linda Walker have
just completed the February SIG Pen course conducted by
yours truly. All three members passed with flying colours
proudly displaying their first turned pens and will now be
making a variety of pens and accessories to share with
family and friends.
Nick Hopkin’s Whale Tail.
Nick was awarded first prize for Sculpture in the 2016 annual CABBI exhibition in January.
This piece of Red Cedar root is from the Big Scrub rainforest near Lismore. The original shape suggested the tail
of a diving whale. Nick did endless judicious shaping with the 50mm sanding pad attachment to the electric drill
and finished with Tung Oil. (See page 8 & 9 for a full report on Nick’s achievements).
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February Show & Tell

Susanne Page made this egg cup and egg from Cypress
Pine. It was an exercise in wood turning Sue undertook just
to see if she could do it. The egg took three attempts but
finally they were a match. The finish after sanding was two
coats of Tung Oil.
Pete McDowell made these “Darning Mushrooms” as a request from a customer visiting our sales table at the Moruya
Show last month. The idea is you hold the mushroom in one
hand while stretching a sock or fabric over the mushroom
dome where you then repair the cut or hole in the fabric.
Pete turned the mushrooms from Osage Orange and Blue Fig and finished with EEE and Shellawax.

In this month’s Show and Tell I would like to share with you an interest and passion that my son Ian has had for a
long time. He has always been interested in the making of knives of all types, but in this case in particular Ian has
developed an enthusiasm for a style of Japanese kitchen knives called “Wabocho”.

Ian uses a high carbon steel (W2) for the knife blank which
is water quenchable and has a good hamon potential and outstanding edge retention. After shaping the knife and tang a
coating of clay is spread over the knife except for the proposed cutting edge. The knife is heated up in a forge and
then quenched in water (the clay holding in heat and slowing
the cooling process). The hamon is the visual effect created
on the blade by the hardening process. The hamon is the trasition between the region of harder blade edge and the softer
steel of the back of the knife. The aesthetic qualities of the
hamon are quite valuable—as proof of the differential hardening treatment and as visual beauty.
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Ian’s final treatment to the knife blade is slow and steady
polishing using grit belts up to 1200 grade and then an acid
wash to highlight the character of the knife. Last of all a
laser cut signature.
The knife handle is
made in three parts,
African Blackwood,
Nickle Silver Spacer
and Coolabah Burl.
These are glued together with a central hardwood dowel, drilled in
not quite all the way
from the knife end of the handle so that the dowel is not visible in the handle
end. A tang recess is prepared and the knife and handle are pressed and glued
together. The handle is shaped as desired.
The knife is housed in a Saya (Japanese Sword Scabbard) made from Red
Gum in two halves, routered out and glued together. A safety pin keeps the
knife in the saya until needed. The knife handle and saya are finished with
EEE and Shellawax.

Tel : 4472

4629

www.cameronstimber.com.au
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MEMBERS
CORNER
Nick Hopkins has been carving and turning unique objects from wood for a long time. A collection of his works
was presented at this years 32nd Annual Art Exhibition for Creative Arts at Batemans Bay High School.
The following is an extract from the Batemans Bay Post in January 2017:
Local artist Nick Hopkins of Malua Bay took out four awards; namely First and Second in Craft and Highly
Commended and Commended in Sculpture. His beautifully crafted Yarran Bowl took the judge’s eye taking out
First Place in Craft. Yarran is the Aboriginal name for western NSW wattle, Acacia Omalophylla. The timber for
this piece was donated to Nick by Bob Kolderie from an excursion to West Wyalong. It had holes and so many
imperfections in it that it was destined for the burn pile. Nick turned the piece and then used a jigsaw to create the
slits and finished it off with Shellawax using a method called friction polish as it is applied on a turning lathe.
Judge Judi Power Thompson said of the winning piece: “The artist handles wooden pieces so beautifully. They
are balanced and have a harmonious symmetry.” His first prize Yarran Bowl has a perfect amount of abstraction
in following the natural piece.
Following are some photos and descriptions of Nick’s work at he exhibition;
Callitris Pine Pebble Vase. I had to fell a native pine tree on my
brother’s property at North Cooma so thought I’d put a lump on the lathe to
see what emerged. To augment the classic vase look I cut 3 vertical slits in
the neck for interest. I then decided to introduce another element: quartz
pebbles from Malua Bay beach. For added interest I inserted into the outside
wall a larger feature quartz pebble acquired whilst holidaying in New Zealand (not shown in photo) It is finished with the one third mixture of Danish
Oil, Polyurethane and turps.
Camphor Laurel Vase.
The inspiration for this shape came
from a glass vase retrieved from a skip
bin in Lyneham ACT. Christine
Ellis supplied the timber from a tree
removed from her backyard in
Woonoona. There were cracks visible
before I started turning it but I thought
they would disappear as the turning
progressed. They didn’t. So I mixed up
some resin with gold flakes for interest and filled the cracks as best I
could. A thankless job to stop the resin
running out everywhere.

Red Cedar Vase.
This piece evolved from a lump of North Coast Red cedar I acquired whilst
living near Mullumbimby. It is hollowed out using the same method for all
my vases by holding a Forstner bit stationary in the tail stock of the lathe
whilst moving it slowly into the spinning timber. I had some stainless steel
cable leftover from a decking job at home so added this as a new element for
interest using hardware from Miami Stainless.
It is finished with Shellowax.
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Acacia Omalophylla Vase.
This timber is also known by its Aboriginal name, Yarran. It was donated to
me by Bob Kolderie who acquired it on an excursion to western NSW. It is
a remarkably heavy and dark timber. I turned this vase a year ago but by the
time it came to exhibit a large crack appear from top to bottom. I rounded
off the edges of the crack with the random contour sander and resealed the
exposed timber to match the existing Shellowax finish. The final effect is
quite presentable. It has a throat wide enough and deep enough for a glass of
water, and so can be used for flowers etc.
Red Cedar Crater.
I watched this tree grow over the years in a front yard in North Rosedale
and was dismayed in 2015 to see it had been removed. The owner Anne
gave me permission to
remove the root which
I knew I could make
into something beautiful. After working on it
for an hour with hand
tools I abandoned the
project – it had to be
stump ground. I was able to salvage a slice of the trunk at
the very base where the characteristic buttressing was evident. I retained this feature as I turned a depression into the
piece to create something of interest – I call it a crater – not
sure if it is functional or purely aesthetic.
Silky Oak Egg
This piece started from a tree planted at North Durras by a friend, Scott
Williams, in the early 1980s which had to be felled a few years ago because
it had grown too big. The basic egg seemed a little simple so I stained it red,
coated it with Organ Oil and used more leftover SS cable for interest. It won
first prize for sculpture at the Montague Art Exhibition in 2016 (sold 2017)
Yarran Bowl.
This was an offcut of timber
with many cracks which I
just managed to mount on the
lathe without knowing what
shape I was going to turn. My
aim was simply to remove as
many of the big defects as I
could whilst leaving a recognizable shape. The result was
a bowl, still with defects. I
decided to create more defects” by jigsawing slits at
random to augment the natural faults. Then I finished it with Shellowax.
Primitive Buddha.
This piece of native pine from North Cooma was defective
and headed for the burn pile so I used it to practice carving,
again with the chainsaw at first and then with the Arbortech attachments for the angle grinder. I quickly realised I
didn’t have the skill or patience to achieve anything like
the detail I envisaged so I stopped before I made a serious
mistake. It still sits comfortably in the landscape or on a
table in the hallway. It is finished with Danish Oil/
Polyurethane/turps.
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