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President’s Report 

Hi everybody.  Life goes on and one can see that 
nature is greening up after the deluge of rain. Last 
Wednesday we travelled to Sydney to visit family and 
friends and returned on Saturday.  I could have sworn 
on our return trip that the burned bush on either side 
of the highway looked greener than on the way up, 
anyway that’s what I think and I will stick to it. 

During our visit I looked at some machinery we were 
offered in response to our radio interview on the 
ABC.  The woodworking machinery was located at a 
factory for truck bodies and tipper construction at 
Condell Park which became redundant in the 
manufacturing process. 

On offer was a four meter long sheet cutting saw 
which was slightly too big for us and a solid 
combination table saw which I will pickup and 
restore.  The owner of the company explained that 
he will move to new premises in the near future and 
he offered his painting shed to us if we want it.  The 
shed is two storeys high and has about 300 m2 floor 
space. 

We have also received various offers for tools, 
machinery and timber from local people, Canberra, 
and as far as Adelaide.  A trip to see the people in 
Canberra has been arranged through Peter 
Brotherton and John Tanner will do a quick trip to 
Adelaide to pick up the goods there.  These are 
John’s words, not mine!  In the meantime we 
arranged for the purchase of a container to store all 
the goodies.  Negotiations are still in progress to 
locate the container at the old courthouse museum 
in Batemans Bay.  We envisage implementing a 
scheme that the tools and machinery can be 
borrowed from members similar to the system we 
had at our workshop. 

 
Our sawmill grant is finally in 
our bank account due to some 
inaccurate details supplied on 
my part.  I gave my bank details 
instead of EWG’s  ..  just joking.  
The details of the mill were 
discussed at our last committee 
meeting and forwarded to the vendor for 
confirmation. 

Hope we can cut some timber very soon as we have 
our name engraved on two beautiful spotted gums 
which will be removed in front of the Durras fire 
shed. 

The efforts to secure our future are in full swing.  On 
the money side Nick Stone’s work and effort is 
outstanding and I thank him for this and everybody 
else contributing to it.  In general I am quite 
overwhelmed by the work of the committee and club 
members to ensure the survival of our club.  Also Eric 
requires personal thanks for the overseeing of 
donated tools and machinery donations, thank you 
emails, club meetings on top of the normal on-goings 
of our club and pursuit of finding new premises.  Due 
to Eric’s excellent contacts we had an offer of private 
land which was generous but could not guarantee a 
long term future.  We are currently pursuing another 
offer for land which Mark Nisbet arranged.  I do not 
like to make further comments as everything is in the 
preliminary stages. 

I had the opportunity over the last two weeks to 
speak to officials in our Shire who are all willing and 
supportive, but I presume have other priorities which 
I also can understand.  The emphasis on my part was 
the time factor to find land as a priority, as according 
to our birth certificates, we cannot wait for ten years! 



Now to something which is what we should talk 
about  -  the upcoming market in South Durras.  
With some toy production from members, donated 
goods from the Canberra woodworking club and 
private items we should have sufficient sales stock.  
For the Tilba show we need exhibition items from 
the old hands and from our newer members.  Don’t 
be shy we all started somewhere , but if in trouble, 
ask another member to give you a hand (we won’t  

 

tell).  On the odd occasion if something goes wrong 
and even glue won’t fix it, we can always make a 
pen or toothpick out of it! 

Stay safe, have some fun, have a laugh, shape some 
wood and see you all next Saturday at Eric’s place 
for our monthly meeting. 

Helmut 

 

Today Ray Seppings and I cut a humongous amount of timber 
spacers getting ready for the up and coming slabbing job sometime 
next month. We completed the work in my workshop which took 
3.5 hours allowing for the mandatory morning rea and cake 
(supplied by Jill).  Many thanks to Ray for helping out.  I had to 
apologize to Ray’s wife Dianne for sending Ray home covered in 
sawdust and shavings.  A hazard of the job.  

Malcolm McDonald 

APOLOGY : 

In the January newsletter in the article regarding the wonderful donation of equipment and tools to EWG, I 
misspelled the donors name!  So sorry BOB CRIPPS, our Past President and Past Treasurer.  Chris. 

 



 

 

In the January newsletter, we mentioned the workshops that 
our various members have volunteered for use by other 
members. One of these workshops belongs to Val Byrne, and 
these photos were captured by Bob Shelley showing Val and 
Sharyn Morrison hard at it replacing the toys which were 
destroyed in our fire.  The task of replacing our sales items is 
huge, but important to restart are income. We apparently 
have sufficient stocks for our next sales day at the Easter 
market in South Durras on Saturday 11th April, but we will 
need heaps of stock for the sales and exhibition at Tilba in 
June, so you still have heaps of time to get cracking!   

If you are one of the very generous members who have 
opened their home workshops to other members, we would 
all love to see and hear about it, so send your photos and 
descriptions of pieces to either Mal or myself by email.  If you 
need materials, please ask Eric Simes regarding timber that 
has been donated to us and how to access it. 

Thanks to Val, Sharyn and Bob for your time in restocking our 
toys.   



Last week John Tanner got some excellent news as a result of the GoFundMe appeal.  Please read on …….. 

Recently our younger son Kip, who lives in Canberra, made a donation to our GoFundMe appeal. At the same 
time he shared the link with some of his friends.  He got one excellent response! 

The father of one of his friends is a keen woody, with a well equipped workshop.  Sadly he now has dementia 
and is no longer able to use his workshop.  His daughter has offered to donate the complete contents of his 
workshop to the EWG Woodies.  The contents include a Carba-Tec bandsaw, a Sherwood lathe, a sliding 
compound saw, a bench mounted drill press, a scroll saw, a router table complete with router, a bench 
grinder, a set of rollers, dust extractor, pen making gear and the list goes on.  One can only imagine what 
other treasures might also be there in cupboards, boxes and hanging on the wall! In such a good workshop 
there must be lots of hand tools as well! 

His daughter wants it all cleared out as a job lot, and we are fortunate enough to be offered the lot. 

The only slight hitch is that it is in Adelaide and I am prepared to pick it all up. Jan and I would do a return 
road trip to Adelaide, collecting Kips trailer on our way through Canberra and bring it all back.  Quite simple 
really!  Probably in mid-March.  

Cheers, John Tanner 

How good is that ! The generosity of some people is amazing, and I not only refer to the donor of this 
equipment, but of John and Jan Tanner who are willing to travel all the way to Adelaide and back, towing a 
trailer, to ensure we don’t miss this wonderful opportunity.  Thanks doesn’t sound enough John, but you 
know how grateful we all are.  Could you please thank Kip also, for his donation and sharing our GoFundMe 
appeal.  



Dates for Your Diary 

Next Monthly Meeting  — Sat 7th March, Eric 

Simes’ home, 50 Beach Parade, Guerilla Bay

       

 Proposed Sales Days 2020 : 

11th April  - Easter Saturday   South Durras 

8th June  -  Long weekend  Tilba 

July  -possible exhibition at Botanic Gardens, BB 

September   River of Art display (tentative) 

3rd October (long weekend) -  Village Centre sales 

14th November (TBC)  -  Hospital Handmade               

   Markets, BB 

28th November  -  Village Centre sales 
 

NOTE: Members seeking further information     

contact   Secretary Eric Simes (02) 4471 5086 

AND … 

Don’t forget the Tilba Exhibition 
and Show is on the long weekend 
in June, so start working on both 
exhibition and sales items.  

Home workshops on offer : 

Don’t forget to call the donor member to ensure it is convenient and ensure you sign in and out of the 
workshop for insurance purposes. 

Peter Brotherton, Catalina  -  2 to 3 members at a time. His number is 4472 5021 / 0409 737255 

Dave Smith, Batemans Bay  -  1 turner and 2 other general workshop uses. 4472 2508 / 0402 354948 

Malcolm McDonald, South Durras  -  2 to 3 members at a time. 4478 6645 / 0408 495089 

Helmut Delrieux, South Durras  -  2 to 3 members at a time. 4478 6816 

Val Byrne, Surfside - has a heap of toys to be finished and a few miscellaneous articles. 4472 6824.   

Mark Barraclough,  Mossy Point  -  Wed, Thursday and Friday mornings 2—3 people at a time  0412 689075 

Eric Sims, Guerilla Bay  -  2 to 3 members at a time.  4471 5086 / 0418 655588 


