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MEMBERS NEWSLETTER
March 2017
PRESIDENT'S REPORT:
This month we welcome Sharyn Morrison as the
newest member. Sharon was attracted to the guild
after seeing our work at the hand made market
last year and has already begun to learn the art of
box making under Cyril's watchful eye. Sharon
has expressed interest in a number of different
fields of work and we look forward to assisting
her to develop her skills

The long awaited timber for the new doors for the
Masonic Lodge in Moruya has finally arrived and
Eric and JJ have been assisting me with preparatory works on this project.
The committee is currently exploring different
avenues to create more working space for members and are in ongoing discussion with the GRC
before any final proposals are formulated. One
initiative that has been implemented is the addition of 3 collapsible portable work benches that
are available to members to create an independent
work area during busy periods.

There has been a lot of activity around the workshop and it seems everyone is back from their
Christmas break as attendances have increased on
Mondays and Wednesdays. Paul and Malcolm
have organised the removal of all of the slabbed
material from the immediate workshop limits and
sorted and stored it in the drying shed. It was a big
effort from a small group of volunteers to get this
completed in one day, thanks go to each of you.
Paul has continued his re-organisation of the storage at the workshop and has given warning of his
clear bench initiative that will see any items removed from the benches to an unspecified holding area. This will take effect from the beginning
of April.

Thanks go to Cyril and Don who have been involved in investigating the workings of our new
pedestal drill. Hare and Forbes have provided a
new spindle assembly that has been installed correcting a fault in the original one.
Unfortunately Art Keeler's stay at home was short
lived and he had to return to Moruya hospital
where he is on the improve again. We look forward to him dropping in for a cuppa one day
soon.

Malcolm now has another team working on the
GRC project replacing table tops and bench seats
at the outdoor area adjacent to the tavern. This
involves the re-sawing and dressing of a large
quantity of timber and replacing the existing tops
with the new timbers. Bob Kolderie is working on
the manufacture and fitting of removable panels
to the tavern drinking glass storage areas to provide a dust proof environment and saving staff a
lot of cleaning work.

On a sadder note, on behalf of all Woodies I must
extend our sincere condolences to Val Byrne and
her extended family following the sudden death
of Val's son-in-law. We know he will be greatly
missed and our thoughts are with you at this sad
time.
Pete McDowell.

Helmut has completed the construction of 13 different possum boxes for WIRES and a further 4
for Geoffrey Fleming, thanks Helmut. There is a
further order for 4 boxes from WIRES and I am
sure Helmut would love to show someone else
how easy it is to make a possum box!
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Or..bits that are happening in the Workshop
Machine Demonstrations:
The workshop machine demonstration program 2017
is under way with demonstrations happening on the
2nd & 4th Workshop Wednesday of each month.
This year the informative demonstrations will be expanded to include First Aid, OH&S around the workshop and Fire Awareness.

Clear Bench Policy:
The Committee considered Paul Freestone’s proposal
that the guild should adopt a clear- bench policy for
the workshop whereby any unlabelled and unauthorised material left on or under benchtops would be
removed to a holding bin and if unclaimed would be
returned to stock or disposed of after 21 days.

If any member feels they need personal instruction on
the operation of a particular machine for their own
benefit and safety then you should approach the
club’s OH&S Officer JJ McGrath who will arrange
the appropriate training and instruction for you.

Paul is trying to establish areas to store work in progress, but the work benches should be kept clear.
March is the beginning of a one-month notice period,
so at the beginning of next month (April) things left
on work benches would disappear. Members are
asked to use the designated storage areas for work in
progress. Any member occupying a space under work
benches will be asked to reduce what timber they
have stored leading completely to all their stored timber being removed.

Sales Stock:
The 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month are still
designated for making toy projects for the club sales
days.
Members Please Note: Member s ar e r equir ed to
park your cars in the GRC car park and access the
workshop by foot via the timber gate on the left as
you enter the GRC. No vehicles ar e to be dr iven
and parked outside the workshop unless you are
dropping off equipment or picking up equipment,
then proceed back to the car parking area. The only
exception to this are the few members who cannot
walk the distance and need to be dropped off or park
their car at the workshop.

Personal projects and their components should be
taken home at the end of the day and not left on the
workshop benches. If a member has a project that
needs to be stored in the workshop then seek permission from a committee member and appropriate storage space will be allocated for a short period of time
provided the work is identified with the owners/
project name and contact number.

Dust Extractors:
Members are asked to periodically check the dust
extractors during normal workshop use and if nearing
FULL to inform a committee members who will organise emptying the dust extractor.

Slabbing:
New members interested in helping out with the slabbing of timber at Mogo are asked to contact Malcolm
McDonald. Slabbing is programmed to start again in
the cooler months after Easter. There are a large number of Radiata Pine and Norfolk Island Pine to slab so
it should keep us busy for a good while.

Borrowing Tools:
Club members are able to borrow hand tools to take
home and use in their own workshops to help finish
that special project. Borrowed Tools must be approved by a committee member and signed out on the
day taken and signed in upon return. Tools can only
be borrowed for a week maximum and must be returned on the next workshop Wednesday for normal
club use. They can be borrowed again if needed.

Guild Website:
Members are encouraged to check out our website
that Susanne Page has been working on over the
Christmas and New Year period. It has a whole new
look and feel about it.
www.eurobodallawoodies.org.au
Email ewg.mogo@yahoo.com

Special Interest Groups (SIG):
Members interested in joining a Special Interest
Group are encouraged to contact the club President or
Secretary. SIGs are ongoing throughout the year but
are subject to group numbers and instructor availability. The secretary is preparing an SIG listing for the
workshop notice board so members can list their intentions to either participate in a group or suggest a
new skill they would like to learn. This year French
Polishing and Veneer Techniques will be added to
the program.

Guild’s 30th Anniversary:
The Guild’s 30th anniversary, which falls on 26th
July, will be celebrated at this year’s mid year luncheon in July. Bob Kolderie is contacting past members
and a number of dignitaries to attend and would like
members that have some interesting history about the
guild to contact him with their stories.
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Dates for Your Diary
Sat 1st April 2017
Monthly Meeting Mogo
Wed 3rd May 2017 Committee Meeting Mogo
Workshop Days Each Mon & Wed
Mogo
Workshop Toy Days 1st & 3rd Wed
Mogo
Workshop Demonstrations 2nd & 4th Wed Mogo

The club library is always open
for business.
It holds over 70 books on most
woodwork subjects, over 200
current and back issues of
woodworking magazines, videos, and most current catalogues
of tools and woodworking suppliers.
Members must sign out any
item borrowed and sign it back
in when returned.

Proposed Sales Days 2017:
Sat 15th April 2017 South Durras Hall
Sat 22nd April 2017 Village Centre
Sat 10th & Sun 11th June 2017 Tilba Wood Show
Sat 30th September 2017 Village Centre
Mid October 2017
Historical Society
4th November 2017 Hospital Handmade Markets
Sat 25th November 2017 Village Centre
NOTE: Members seeking further information contact
Secretary Bob Kolderie 0421 981 575

March Show & Tell
Possum Boxes. Made by Helmut Delrieux who has completed 13 to date in various sizes and configurations.

Barry Fenning.
Thermometer, made from Merbau
Decking. Barry inserted a series of thin veneer strips of
Radiata Pine in the Merbau to enhance its appearance.
The horse shoe is aluminium and the pennies were placed
on each side to represent his two sons’ birthdays.
Barry finished the Thermometer with a coat of Organ Oil
“Burnishing Oil”.
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Len Newman turned this candle holder as an experiment on his lathe, just to see if he could do it. With
the help of Alan Zakrajesk, Len turned the heart,
loose ring and discovered the whole thing to be top
heavy. An exercise he does not wish to repeat.

Finally Len turned the Fruit Bowl from Osage Orange
and again finished with EEE and Shellawax.

2 Guns.
Made by John Lodding some time ago
both from Pine. John’s family had many battles in the
lounge room with them.

Len Newman also turned the hand held Auctioneer’s
Gavel and Bud Vases for the club. The gabbles and
Budd Vases are made from Tassie Myrtle and finished
with EEE and Shellawax.

Tel : 4472

Les Bamford is in the process of making two semi
trailers with prime movers. Top photo is a flat trailer
to carry the excavator and above a car carrier which
will eventually carry wooden cars. Les has made the
toys from Pine offcuts in our wood storage area, the
wheels are from composite decking. When finished
Les will be donating them to the club for sale.

4629
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MEMBERS
CORNER
The AUSTRALIAN WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL is an award-winning and exciting celebration of our nation’s
rich maritime culture and one of the world’s most anticipated maritime events. Held across Hobart’s
vibrant and bustling waterfront, the four-day festival brings together the largest and most beautiful collection of
wooden boats in the southern hemisphere. From its humble beginnings in 1994 and held approx. every two years,
it has grown to become the most significant events of its kind in Australia.
Club member and boating enthusiast Eric Simes and his wife Wendy attended this year’s event. This is Eric’s
report.
Wendy and I recently towed our 21 foot half cabin Huon Pine launch (with the help of our Toyota Prado) to
Hobart for the 2017 Australian Wooden boat Festival. I designed and built and launched “LEGEND” in November 2012 and first took it to Hobart in 2013.
Each time we have taken a boat to the Festival we have continued
on and explored many of Tasmania’s many waterways. This is a
must as apart from the cost it is a great way to explore the country.
We had rain from home to Victoria, then back up to 40 degrees at
Sale, down to 30 degrees in Melbourne. Arrived in Devonport in
mist, rain and low teens temperature with fine but overcast in Hobart.
“ Legend” was in the
water at her allocated
berth by noon, trailer
parked at Royal Yacht
Club of Tasmania and
Wendy unloading at our accommodation. We were placed in Kings’
Pier Marina at the end of finger pier 3 right behind “Miss Eve” a 64
ft huge cruiser. This really put the smallest and the largest two boats
together in this Marina. See if you can pick out” Legend” in the photo. There were many more boats in the water in Constitution dock,
Victoria dock and a lot more “on the hard” and a great number of
Tall ships. This event is so popular that to display your boat in the
water you have first to submit an expression of interest and wait till
the powers that be decide who can exhibit.
I feel privileged that we have been accepted twice.

The next 3 days varied from some sun to cloud to very cold wind
with snow on Mount Wellington on one night. After our recent 44
odd degrees it was a shock.
The show was SPECTACULAR with about 500 wooden boats
from 6ft to 64 ft. (Note :- wooden boats are always measured in
Imperial dimensions). It truly is a spectacle of fine joinery and
even finer finishes. Varnish like liquid glass, paint like polished
marble.
Wherever you looked there were masts, booms, gaffs, taff and toe
rails gleaming, whole boats from boot top to mast truck looking
absolutely perfect. Ropes were coiled, splices neatly made and lags
and streamers galore. A true visual feast.
Boats came from all over Australia and tall ships from the UK and other places.
All that aside the organisers, mostly volunteers, arranged lectures on all things nautical, had model boat displays,
quick and dirty boat building competition for school children, ran traditional boat building workshops, the usual
trade outlets and food stalls galore.
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This year was the 375th anniversary of the Dutch discovery of
Australia and a contingent of Dutch fishing boats were on display. See photo.
From Hobart we took the boat to Lake St.Clair but as the next day
peaked at 12 degrees we elected to go walking instead of exploring the lake. Next stop was Strahan for 2 days and an attempted
trip to the Gordon River. We have been there twice before on the
cruise boats but this time tried to do it on our own. It is a 3 hour
run to the mouth of the Gordon at 6 knots and after 2 hours with
the wind behind us I decided that the trip back would be too uncomfortable. We went about and bashed our way back into 15+
knot wind with wind waves to half a metre. We were dry but the
boat was wet all over. It was worth the effort and we now have a
greater appreciation of this vast waterway.
We tried the ABT railway and did some beach walking the next
day. We spent the next night at Ulverstone on the north coast with
more rain and wind, boarded the ferry on Saturday night and arrived in Melbourne early Sunday morning and had the boat back
in the water at Lakes Entrance by 11.30am. A quick trip up the
Lakes to Metung pub for lunch , them a tour of the various inlets
before hauling out and after a good night’s rest an uneventful trip
home.
Eric Simes.

2017 South Coast Regional
Exhibition of Woodwork
This is the 22nd Annual Exhibition
Presented by the Eurobodalla, Narooma and Bega Woodcraft Groups.
Saturday 10th June, 9am-4pm, - Sunday 11th June, 10am-3pm.

Owen Stewart with the assistance of Val Byrne and Cyril
Elliot will again be hosting a toy making exhibition at the
Tilba Woodwork Weekend.
Visitors to the Tilba Exhibition will be able to assemble their
own wooden toy dog from pre-cut components (Owen has
prepared in his workshop) under the guidance of a
Eurobodalla Woodies member.
Last year the charge of $10.00 for assembling a wooden toy
crocodile had 20 participants. Owen is charging the same
amount again this year for the dog (pictured) which is then
kept by the participant. The kits are made and supplied by
Owen at no cost to the club.
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