Eurobodalla
Woodcraft Guild Inc
MEMBERS NEWSLETTER
September 2017
PRESIDENT'S REPORT:
Presented at the AGM 2017.
Our thirtieth year has been a period of expansion and
consolidation for the guild, which culminated in an
anniversary dinner attended by supporters, past members as well as members and partners who enjoyed a
social afternoon in the Gold Rush Colony tavern.

Throughout the year a full program of sales days have
been well supported and provided much needed funds.
The exhibits in the Eurobodalla show and the Tilba
Exhibition were a credit to all those who entered. Len
Newman instigated a turning competition for our lady
turners and John Clement has challenged all members
to produce a box using one piece of donated maple to
be judged at year’s end. It is good to see the creativity
that these challenges have inspired around the workshop.

Earlier in the year members who took advantage of a
forestry tour around our area had an informative day
and were able to see first hand how a timber mill
works. Our own long planned timber storage area was
no sooner completed when a supply of River She Oak
arrived from James Thompson's property at Belowra,
courtesy of a dedicated team of woodies, and the new
shed soon began to fill. Later in the year spotted gum
from Dana's property, Norfolk pine from South Durras, pine and Norfolk pine from Eric's property would
see the facility bursting at the seams following a period of sustained slabbing.

We were fortunate to receive a substantial grant from
the Batemans Bay Soldiers Club for the purchase of a
new lathe. It is expected that the lathe will arrive in
about two weeks and will offer turners much more
flexibility and opportunity to advance their skills.
Unfortunately, four of our long-term members have
retired from the guild: Bob Cripps, Cyril Elliot, Des
Jeffery and Bob Kolderie have each contributed greatly to the effective operation of the guild for many
years and we thank them for their efforts. Their presence and experience in the workshop will be sadly
missed.

Our 2016 Christmas break-up saw Cyril Elliot awarded the Woody of the Year and Ralph Vine, John Lodding and Les Low being granted honorary membership
for their contributions to the guild. Our Christmas was
saddened by the passing of Roger Lane following a
battle with pancreatic cancer.

I believe the club’s facilities have been much
enhanced by the recent changes and hope that this will
be reflected in the work produced by all members. I
thank all the members for their support and the committee for their contributions and assistance throughout the year.

The new year brought with it many commissions –
possum boxes for WIRES, doors for the Moruya Masonic Lodge, outdoor table repairs and bar storage covers for the GRC, trophy bases for the Human Services Department, machinery bases and boxes for
MATAMA members, wine glass boxes, Catalina ladies golf trophy cabinet as well as a number of smaller
projects that have all generated income for the club.

Pete McDowell.

The committee became concerned about overcrowding
in the workshop due to the increasing membership
numbers and adopted proposals to alter the workshop
by creating a new wood store adjacent to the workshop
and incorporating part of the old wood store into the
workshop area to create better and safer work space.
Work continues on the re-organisation of the wood
store while members benefit from the additional space
created internally. Stage 2 of the alterations will add a
deck adjacent to the existing external area.
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Clear Bench Policy:
Paul is trying to establish areas to store work in progress, but the work benches should be kept clear.
Members are asked to use the designated storage
areas for work in progress. Any member occupying a
space under work benches will be asked to reduce
what timber they have stored leading completely to
all their stored timber being removed.

AGM 2nd September 2017
EWG Election of Office Bearers for 2017—2018
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Peter McDowell
Mark Barraclough
Linda Walker
Eric Simes

Committee Members;
Assistant Secretary
Assistant Treasurer
Equipment & Assets
Public Officer
OH&S
First Aid & Welfare
Catering
Committee Member
Committee Member

David Keating
Val Byrne
Helmut Delrieux
Malcolm McDonald
JJ McGrath
Susanne Page
John Lodding
Ann Salmon
Peter Brotherton

Non Committee Positions;
Tilba Committee
Timber Stock Controller
Sales Officer
Newsletter

Personal projects and their components should be
taken home at the end of the day and not left on the
workshop benches. If a member has a project that
needs to be stored in the workshop then seek permission from a committee member and appropriate storage space will be allocated for a short period of time
provided the work is identified with the owner’s/
project name and contact number.
Slabbing:
Slabbing will continue when possible on Wednesdays
and members interested in helping out with the slabbing of timber at Mogo are asked to contact Malcolm
McDonald.

Chris Birks
JJ McGrath
Lesley McIntosh
Paul Freestone
John Lodding
Malcolm McDonald
Chris Birks

Projects on the Drawing Board:
Wine Glass Boxes are finally finished. Read Christine Birks’story on page 9.
Slab Sign-In table for the Mogo Aboriginal Preschool. David Keating is team leader for this project
which has reached the final design stage
Book Exchange Library. Mark Barraclough is team
leader and has commenced work on the library for
the South Durras Community Association.

Or..bits that are happening in the Workshop

MATAMA. Helmut Delrieux has completed a battery
box for David Hartwig from the MATAMA.

Machine Demonstrations:
The workshop machine demonstration program 2017
continues with demonstrations happening on the 2nd
& 4th Workshop Wednesday of each month.

Catalina Ladies Golf Cabinet. Peter McDowell is
team leader and has advised Catalina that the cabinet
should be ready for delivery by the end of this month.

Sales Stock:
The 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month are still
designated for making toy projects for the club sales
days.

Clothes Drying Stand. Malcolm McDonald has completed the project for a lady at Dalmeny. It is ready
for delivery.

Borrowing Tools:
Club members are able to borrow hand tools to take
home and use in their own workshops to help finish
that special project. Borrowed Tools must be approved by a committee member and signed out on the
day taken and signed in upon return. Tools can only
be borrowed for a week maximum and must be returned on the next workshop Wednesday for normal
club use. They can be borrowed again if needed.

The GRC has recently asked if the club could make
two mobile bases for a fibreglass Emu and Kangaroo
they have acquired. JJ McGrath is team leader for this
project.
Historic Phone Box Rejuvenation. Eric Simes is looking into a request to restore an historic phone box
from the Moruya Historical Society.
George Bass Surf Boat Marathon organisers have
requested EWG to supply trophy bases if they provide the timber. Further discussions are needed.

Special Interest Groups (SIG):
Members interested in joining a Special Interest
Group are encouraged to contact the club President or
Secretary. Members can list their intentions to either
participate in a group or suggest a new skill they
would like to learn.
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Canberra Wood Show.

Dates for Your Diary

This event is scheduled for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 27, 28 & 29 October. The venue has been
changed to the Canberra Racing Club, which is near
the old EPIC venue.

Sat 14th October 2017 Monthly Meeting Mogo
Wed 1st November 2017 Committee Meeting

Refresher Turning:

Workshop Days Each Mon & Wed
Mogo
Workshop Toy Days 1st & 3rd Wed
Mogo
Workshop Demonstrations 2nd & 4th Wed Mogo

John Tanner is organising a new SIG course on refresher turning for those who feel in need of some
updating. It will last for 12 days within a month. He
already has some takers so if you are interested contact John.

Proposed Sales Days 2017:
Sat 30th September 2017 Village Centre
Sat 7th & Sun 8th Oct MATAMA Moruya
Sat 21st October 2017
Historical Society
Fri 27 to Sun 29th Oct Canberra Wood Show
11th November 2017 Hospital Handmade Markets
Sat 25th November 2017 Village Centre
Sat 27th & Sun 28th Jan 2018 Eurobodalla Show

Box-making competition:
John Clement is proposing a competition among our
members to make a simple maple box from a single
plank of maple from the donated stack. The box size
and shape is your choice, it must only be made from
the plank of pacific maple and is to be finished for
judging at our end of year Christmas Lunch.

NOTE: Members seeking further information contact
Secretary Eric Simes 02 44715086

Health Problems in Wood Processing.
The following is an extract from “Wood in Australia, Types, Properties and Uses” by Keith R Bootle.
John Tanner thought this would be of interest to members and if you would like to read the complete article then
John is happy to lend the book to interested members.

“The preparation of the smooth surface desired for most furniture and other wood-based articles of decorative
appearance usually involves the process of sanding which creates a fine dust liable to cause some irritation, especially in summer, from its abrasive physical properties alone. Careful attention to dust extraction systems, good
ventilation and personal hygiene normally keep the problem under control. However, there are some species
which require a much greater need for care as their fine dust may cause allergies among some workers who either
have an innate sensitivity to them or develop it after a period of exposure. This sensitivity may be reflected in
dermatitis or irritation of the respiratory tract.
There are two types of dermatitis, irritant dermatitis and sensitisation dermatitis. The former is due to the presence of chemicals and the localised irritation persists only while the worker is working with the material. In sensitisation dermatitis the worker develops an allergic reaction which may extend to large areas of the body and
which can be triggered off by exposure to small amounts of the dust which would have little effect on unsensitised skin.

The face, eyes, neck, nose and mouth are vulnerable areas, as are areas subject to considerable sweat production
(eg. armpits, groin). The skin irritants may also affect the mucous membranes of the nose and throat but often this
is a separate problem. As well as soreness, the nose and eyes may discharge copious quantities of fluid and become inflamed; asthmatic wheezing may follow.
Such problems arise more in furniture factories than in sawmills, where the wood particle size is generally much
larger. Efficient dust extraction is the basic requirement; where this is not fully achievable the use of a face mask
will protect the mouth and throat from irritation but these masks are uncomfortable to use for extended periods.
Protective clothing and good personal hygiene are essential and showering facilities should be available to remove the dust at the end of the day’s work. Barrier cream is of little help against dust irritation though it may be
useful where mere contact with the wood causes an adverse reaction.
Species which can produce nasal or skin irritatants include black bean, various silky oaks, grey satinash, nyatoh,
coachwood, western red cedar, cypress pine, iroko, guarea, African mahogany, makore, Crow’s ash, silky beech,
blackwood, miva mahogany, spotted gum, white birch and yellow carabeen. A comprehensive list is provided by
Bolza (1976).
Typical Warning
Sanding dust can be irritant to the skin and bronchial tubes of some people, always wear protective clothing and
dust mask when sanding wood.
John Tanner
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September Show & Tell

Warren Randall brought along his radio controlled model aeroplane. The plane was originally Eric Simes’, who
after having it incomplete for quite sometime gave the project to Warren. It took Warren over 200 hours of work
to assemble, fit the engine and operational parts, and paint. The body, wings and tail are made from Balsa wood
and plywood, then stretched with a special fabric, ready for the arduous and meticulous job of painting. The propeller is made from laminated Cherry wood and the engine is a 4 stroke. The plane had its inaugural test flight on
Sunday 3th September, so fingers crossed it is a success.
Helmut Delrieux was given the task of refurbishing
this aged plane which was blacked and in need of extensive
repair. Helmut used Huon pine to conceal the 20 screw
holes, and replaced the top of the handle, and gave it a new
knob on top.

Whilst Helmut was overseas recently, he came across this
lovely pen and butter knife set. He understands the timbers
are Birch. The handle of the butter knife is laminated with
the end grain of Birth to give the grain pattern.

Helmut Delrieux made two Tea Boxes from Silky Oak
logs donated from the management of Mogo Zoo.
The boxes are decorated with Iron Bark splines and
lid edges and were given to the manager of Mogo Zoo
as a thank you for the logs.

Edited by Malcolm McDonald
& Christine Birks
Club Website
www.eurobodallawoodies.org.au
Email: ewg.mogo@yahoo.com
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Peter McDowell made two Tear Drop Boxes the
smallest made from Jacaranda and the other from Osage
Orange. The boxes were turned, then cut to form the lid,
after which they were finished off inside, turned around on
the lathe to form the shape of the top. Both vases after sanding were finished with Shellawax.

Bud Vase competition :
Entrants were : Sue Page, Lesley McKintosh, Ann Salmon,
Chris Birks. Linda Walker was unable to complete her vase
due to a nasty gash in her right hand, restricting her from
woodwork activities. The criteria of the competition was
based on style, workmanship, and degree of difficulty – and
the winner was : Ann Salmon. Chris Birks came in second,
although there was a cloud over this entry due to a mystery
ous $5 note found in the packaging! However, all entrants
were the winners, and our thanks again go to Len for
challenging the female turners in the group and providing the
blanks, and the prizes.
Len Newman with the winner Ann Salmon.

Len Newman with runner up Chris Birks.

These two pens were turned by Len Newman.
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Lesley McIntosh took on a big and difficult chair
project, her story tells it all.
Well the Adirondack Chair is finally finished!
I'm sure everyone is aware just how long it spent in the construction phase.....from the original downloaded internet
plans to the final coat of limewash. You all heard enough
about it and indeed many of you were involved in correcting the various mistakes, a result of Murphie's Law and my
own steep learning curve. Sincere thanks to Eric, JJ,
Helmut, Mark and Peter for timely interventions which kept
it from being set ablaze!
It was a huge project for this novice and one I often thought
wouldn't be completed. But it is and I love it.
Constructed from beautiful French Oak flooring left over
from my daughter's renovation in Mudgee it sits proudly at
our front door waiting to be joined by a partner.
I hope you guys aren't too horrified to hear that I'm
beginning to psych myself up to begin a second Adirondack! Lesley.

During this month of September two art exhibitions were showcased for the first time in our area. First
was the “Sculpture on Clyde” and secondly “A Look at Durras”. Many members of our club attended the exhibitions and some members also entered their craft in the exhibitions for display.

The Sculpture on Clyde displayed large sculptures along the grassy river foreshore of the Clyde River and exhibited smaller craft opposite inside the shopping area.

Nick Hopkins displaying his wood
craft of a WhaleTail above which
was inspired from Humpback
whales diving near Cape Byron and
carved from salvaged wood.
The Terrain Model of an Island at
far left was part turned and part
carved while the Jurassic egg was
turned from 15 layers of marine
ply.
Both of these exhibits were priced
and sold during the event.
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A Look at Durras exhibition was predominately supported by local artists and the local Art Group members. The exhibition was held in the Durras Community Hall over the weekend 16-17 Sept.
Several EWG members displayed their woodcraft in the exhibition.
Left is a painting by Marilyn Delrieux of a rowing boat salvaged from its muddy resting place by past club member Dennis
Hall of Ulladulla and restored by the Narooma Wooden Boat
Club who worked out of the Taylors Boatshed. The painting is
on wood in acrylic colours and an original section of the boat is
also attached to the painting.
The art quilt titled “New Horizons” was created by Jill McDonald and depicts a sun rise over the ocean.
Both exhibits were highly praised for their creativity and craftsmanship.

Nick Hopkins displayed the wooden vase, Malcolm McDonald turned this tortured vase from Yellow Box, while Helmut
Delrieux turned the bowl with lid from Gidgee. Below left is the winner of the Peoples Choice award, drawn with charcoal
and representing the Durras Bushland.

This month has been a very big month for our club
with a lot happening, so as not to make the newsletter excessively long winded I have rolled a couple of articles over to next month. You’ll have to
wait to find out what they are about!
Editors are not perfect and believe it or not we do
make mistakes from time to time. We omitted to
mention in the last issue the important role Mark
Barraclough played in chairing the Anniversary
Committee meetings for the 3-4 months prior to the
event and especially in the last days where he was
instrumental in keeping the event on track.
Well done Mark.!
My apologies for the oversight. Ed.
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Slabbing Project at Runnyford.
A team of club members survived two gruelling days slabbing Sydney Red Gum logs at Runnyford this week.
The logs were kindly donated by Liz Innes to the club to be used for various projects. Although it was hard work
at times at the end of the day we salvaged a good quantity of wood for various community and club projects as
well as blanks of wood fit for lathe turning.
The Monday slabbing team (Mal, Peter B, Barry, Ann, Nick
S, Eric, Kim, Ray, Val, Les, Margaret & Eileen) worked
tirelessly all day filling two trailer loads of slabbed wood
and blanks. The morning tea and BBQ lunch prepared by
Val and her team was a welcome break. Rumour has it the
organiser is a slave driver.
Tuesday’s team (Peter B, Barry, Ray, David, Keith & Nick
H) successfully completed the remainder returning to Mogo
with another two trailers full.
It was a very successful and rewarding two days for our club and I thank those members who helped us achieve
that good result.

Tel : 4472

4629

www.cameronstimber.com.au
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MEMBERS
CORNER

bases and tops, were then routed – all to an exact measure
(I think this process drove Mark Barraclough crazy), but
nevertheless these “rustic” boxes needed to be just perfect. After all, my reputation was at stake here!
Having accomplished this over a period of months, I finally had the materials ready to start the gluing process. At
this point there was something telling me the worst was to
come. To get organised at home, I stacked all components into tidy piles on a table in our sunny back room.
Now I just know all you experienced Woodies guess what
I am about to say next – yes they warped – big time! So
all my meticulous measuring to exact size went out the
window as they warped in front of my eyes. Fortunately
not all had this fate, only the top few pieces on the stacks.
To remedy this I steamed them over boiling water,
stacked them again in between solid chopping boards, and
used ratchet straps to gradually bring them back to
straight. This worked pretty well in the main, but not perfectly – another lesson learned.

Finally Finished – 25 Wine glass boxes (sort of
all the same)

And so started the gluing process, doing 4 at a time restricted by the number of box straps I had at my disposal.

What a relief to glue the last box together, rope handles in,
wine glasses carefully in place and lid neatly slipped on –
voila ! all with at least 2 weeks to spare.
The reason for making the boxes is that my husband organises an annual rally of classic cars on a road journey through
some wonderful countryside, using backroads and transiting
through little country towns we have never heard of. This
journey usually takes between 4 – 6 days, and ALWAYS
ends each day with a drink or 2 over discussions about the
day just passed. Invariably this takes place in an ambient
location within the motel grounds or nearby, so wine glasses are not readily available. Therefore we thought if everyone were provided with glasses, they could bring them
along each year. I decided to use my newly acquired woodworking skills to make boxes to safely hold the wine glasses
– so that’s the reason for the boxes.

Finally the end was in sight – I would meet the target of
25 boxes by due date … but not quite. An unexpected
stint in hospital with an appendix removal and recovery
period set my final goal back a week, but not to be deterred – one more day at Woodies to “tweak” some difficult lids and ends to fit and mission accomplished!
As always, special acknowledgement of those who helped
me achieve my goal need to be mentioned. They are Peter
McDowell for the initial design, helpful hints and suggestions along the way and assistance with the dreaded router; Mark Barraclough who really took the lead as Project
Manager; Don Geeves who gave me his wealth of experience to ‘adjust’ my mistakes; Peter Brotherton who saw
the project to the very end with the final lid that just refused to fit. Also, all those during the journey who I was
aware were looking over me from afar, ensuring I was
operating ‘within my depth’ as I used potentially dangerous equipment in order to complete the task. I learned a
lot about the tricks of mass production and gained a little
more confidence in the workshop. So many thanks to all
those who contributed to the successful completion of my
project.

I was initially surprised when people who know about these
things seemed to think it was a large undertaking. As always, I underestimated the things that can go wrong, and
inevitably do. After explaining the concept of my project,
Peter McDowell drew up a beautiful plan, to the dimensions
we discussed, complete with the quantity of materials required. After making a prototype box according to this
plan, I decided to “ tweak” the design (several times).
Finally I decided on the dimensions and design – who
would think a simple wine glass box could be so complex!
In the meantime the materials for the boxes had been found
within Woodies stocks and cut to approximate size and
thickness, ready for me to go for it. With the help of my
Woodies colleagues, we put the pieces through the thicknesser, finishing with the sander to get down to 7mls thick.
These were then trimmed into sides, ends, central dividers,
and bases and tops. Sides (both top and bottom), ends,

Chris Birks
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